4-6 December
spend the week-end in the woods collecting beech-nuts, which,
it is explained, yield a very high-grade and tasty salad oil.
No white heather for peshawar
There was no white heather at the St. Andrew's night
dinner at the Peshawar Club. A large consignment sent out from
Scotland was confiscated by the Karachi customs authorities
under the impression that it was a diseased plant.
No. 552
Work has begun on the new Cunardcr No. 552, which is to
be the sister ship to the Queen Mary.
Saturday 5	the king
The Cabinet met at 10 o'clock for forty minutes, when the
Prime Minister gave his colleagues an account of his audience
with the King last night, but it was recognised that no useful
purpose could be served by further discussions. Ministers are
accordingly asked to keep within easy reach of London. In the
meantime the situation is left in the hands of a small body of
Ministers.
Mr. Baldwin had a further audience with the King at Fort
Belvedere in the evening and returned to Downing Street about
8.30. Lord Craigavon, Prime Minister of Northern Ireland,
dined with him, and later, on leaving, he said to the waiting
reporters: "I have nothing to say, but trust Baldwin."
Sunday 6	tiie king
Rumours about the secret history of the King's private
affairs increase. It is said that Ministers presented the King
with an ultimatum, but this is now known to be false; Unit they
have been using their influence upon their colleagues in the
Dominions and upon Opposition leaders to bring pressure upon
him; that they are now urging the King either to renounce his
proposed marriage with Mrs. Simpson or to abdicate.
Mrs. Simpson has arrived at Cannes, and is staying with
friends in their villa. She has nuide no statement to the Press,
nor given interviews, although many are printed in newspapers.
tjik caujnht
There was much activity all day in Downing Street. In the
evening Sir Archibald Sinclair, leader of the Opposition
Liberals, visited the Prime Minister, arid later the Archbishop
of Canterbury.
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